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attended, in conjunction with Mr. Arden;
the latter-named gentleman, however, hav-
ing been seized with an attack of gout, Dr.
Jackson continued to attend Mrs. Tweed
alone, the medicines prescribed being dis-
pensed by Mr. Arden.
On the evening which preceded Mrs.
Tweed’s death, she was seen by Dr. Jack-
son, about eight o’clock, who, finding his
patient in a very irritable and restless state,
considered that au opiate was required.
Dr. Jackson immediately repaired to the
house of Mr. Arden, and, without writing a
formal prescription, mentioned to that gen-
tleman, whom he found sitting up, near the
fire, that he should wish to administer to
his patient a dose of morphia. Mr. Arden
proposed a quarter of a grain of the acetate
of morphia; but Dr. Jackson remarked,that
the patient had better take " half a grain at
once, and have a second draught, also con-
taining half a grain, to take in three or four
hours afterwards, if the first did not procure
sleep." Mr. Arden immediately sent for
the requisite materials, weighed out one
grain of acetate of morphia, mixed it with
tEVent3 drachms of camphor mixture, shak-
ing it carefully together several times, and
then divided the whole into two draughts.
Mr. Arden, it appears, also wrote the labels
for the bottles, but it is not stated whether
he corked and prepared them likewise hhn-
self.
The first dose of morphia was administer-
ed to Mrs. Tweed un the evening of the 5th
of llay, and the lady expired on the morn-
ing of the 6th, about six or seven hours
after having taken a single draught. The i
circumstances under which death took
place are not detailed in any part of the cor-
respondence before us. Mr. Henry Lynam,
a medical friend of Mr. Tweed’s family,
asserts that the patient’s dissolution was
sudden ; that she fell into a state of stupor
almost immediately after taking the draught,
from which she never recovered; and that no
pre-existing disease was present suflicient
to account for Mrs. Tweed’s death. On thp
other hand, Dr. Jackson affirms to have been
informed by Mr. Tweed, that he sat up with
his wife until four o’clock in the morning ;
that she "fell into a calm and quiet sleep,"
and that he retired to bed, fully satisfied at
the time with the effect of the opiate.
Henc;e we conclude that Mrs. Tweed was
found dead in her bed. Be this, howfver,
as it may, the unexpected dissolution of
Mrs. Tweed seems to have excited the sus-
picion of her friends, and on the morning of
her death the " second draught," supposed
to contain half a grain of morphia, was
sealed up by Mr. Tweed, transmitted tc
London, and, after the lapse of some time
examined by Messrs. Battley and Heath
tield, who delivered the following certiS
cate ;=
, 
" May 25,1838.
" A bottle of liquor, containing a draught,
was examined as follows, viz. :-The liquor
(about two ounces) was evaporated to dry-
ness, and two grains of brown, bitter, saline
matter were the product ; the addition of
concentrated nitric acid to this produced a
deep red colour, characteristic of morphia.
" For R. BATTLEY,
W. E. HEATHFIELD."
It appears to be clearly established that
the bottle was delivered to Messrs.- Battley
and Heathfield, exactly in the state in which
it came from the house of Mr. Arden. The
analytical chemists affirm, that it contained
at least two grains of morphia. Mr. Arden
contends that it could not possibly contain
more than half a grain of the acetate, a dose
which is certainly not too great a one, not-
withstanding the opinion of Mr. Phillips,
and the authority of his Pharmacopoeia.
We have thus published, at the request of
the friends of Mrs. Tweed, the circumstances
attendant upon the death of that lady, so
far as we have been enabled to gather them
from the correspondence with which we
have been furnished. Considering the
doubts which seem to exist in the minds of
Mr. Tweed and of some of his friends, the
proper course to have pursued would have
been to have held a coroner’s inquest on the
body of the deceased ; the whole facts of
the case might then have been arrived at.
For our own part, we may express an opi.
nion that, from the present state of analyti-
cal chemistry, Messrs. Battley and Heath-
field are more likely to have fallen into error
than Mr. Arden.
SUPPLEMENTARY OBSERVATION
ON AMAUROSIS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;In discussing in my paper of last
week, the subject of the continental practice
- emetics in amaurosis, I forgot to mention
a. very carious fact, which corroborates my
views. Not only, as I have proved, do
emetics aggravate congestions in the eye,
but, conversely, injuries of the retina and
ciliary nerves are frequently accompanied
uith violent zoneiting. This symptom may
attend contusion of the ciliary nerves and
retina, even without any wound. This fact
is attested by sufficient authority, that of the
truly eminent Beer, of Vienna, and its ap-
plication to the subject of the emetic prac-
tice will be obvious to the attentive reader.
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient
servant,B CHARLES EDWARDS, A.B., M.R.C.S.Cheltenham, Nov. 6.
